CAREER GLITCH - SHORT - SIMPLE - NO BORING PARTS

ACCOUNTANT
IN THE AIERA

Can arobot take this job? Half of it — yes. The paid half — no.
This guide shows you which half to pick. 10 minutes. Big letters. Links included.

TL;DR — ALICENSE IS A TICKET IN, NOT A SHIELD. AlDOES THE TYPING. HUMANS SIGN,
REPRESENT — AND OUT-SERVE EACH OTHER.

THE MONEY — LOOK AT THE BARS
Bookkeeper (typing job) _ $50,670 — shrinking

Accountant (licensed) $83,680 — growing

Top 10% accountants $144, 090+

Same office. Same computer. Different license. Honest note: the U.S. government (BLS)
forecasts growth; a global employer survey (WEF) lists even accountants among declining roles
— because the typing layer drags the average down. The splitis the whole story. (BLS, May 2025
— 115,000 openings every year.) See the official numbers

WHAT DOES AN ACCOUNTANT ACTUALLY DO?

A business earns money and spends money. The accountant:
v keeps the money story clean and true

v files the taxes right, so the tax office (IRS) stays calm
v tells the owner: "You are winning" or "You are bleeding money HERE"

Think: a doctor for business money. Tests, diagnosis, treatment plan. That is the job.

WHAT Al ALREADY TOOK (AND WHAT IT CAN NEVER TAKE)

THE ROBOT AT 3 A.M. YOU, THE LICENSED HUMAN

Sorts 10,000 receipts in 4 seconds. Never The ONLY one allowed to sign. The ONLY one
sleeps. Costs S30 a month. This is why who can face the IRS for a client. The ONLY
"bookkeeping clerk" jobs are shrinking -6%. one who getsin trouble if the numbers lie.

Thatis why you get paid.


https://www.bls.gov/ooh/business-and-financial/accountants-and-auditors.htm

SOFTWARE BADGES (QUICKBOOKS / XERO "CERTIFICATES") = LEARNING TO PUSH
BUTTONS ON THE ROBOT.
A WEEKEND OF PRACTICE — YES. A CAREER — NO.

THE VIBE — IS THIS YOUR LIFE?

THE JOBIS THE JOB IS NOT

v calm, desk + laptop X parties and fame

v work from home friendly X fast money in month one
v/ needed in every town X fun if you hate details

v wild season Jan-Apr, chill after X safe without alicense

v trust = your whole brand

Good fit? You like order. Numbers do not scare you (the software does the math — you check the
logic). You want a skill that survives any crisis: businesses file taxes in good years AND bad years.
Bad fit? You need noise, people and movement all day. Or small mistakes ruin your week — here,

one wrong zero is a real problem.

THE FORK — PICK ONE DOOR

DOORA — CPA DOORB — EA

the full license the tax license

Degree + hard exam. NO degree needed. Tax exam only.

Cando EVERYTHING, incl. signing audits. Taxes for anyone + face the IRS in all 50 states.
Ceiling: partner, CFO. Time: 6-12 months.

Time: 3-5years.

Smart move: Door B first = earn tax money = Door A later if you want more. Totally legal. Very
common.

Where you land after: firm job - partner-your own practice (businesses pay
$500-S2,000/month each, like a subscription) - tax specialist- or the newest seat —
Al-accounting consultant: you install the robots in firms and supervise them. You sell the robot. It
never replaces you.

THE REAL GAME — INSIDE THE ARENA, SERVICE WINS

The license gets you INTO the arena. It does not win the fight. Nobody serious "just does the job"
anymore — the baseline moved up years ago, and Al just raised it again. What clients actually pay
for (surveys, 2025-2026):
- Trust is the #1reason clients choose an accountant (Karbon Client Trust Index 2026). 57%
found theirs by referral — only 3% by ads (TaxDome 2025). Reputation is the marketing.



- Specialists charge more: accountants with a clear niche (one industry, deep) charge up to a
25% premium — and 98% of clients who leave a specialist hire another specialist.

- Al raises the service bar: 81% of business owners say their accountant becomes MORE
valuable if the time Al saves is reinvested in advice — a monthly strategy call, not silence. The
robot freed your hours. Clients expect you to spend them on them.

YOUR ROADMAP — 6 STEPS
BASICS PTIN EXAM DEGREE CPA CLIENTS
FREE 15 MIN CPA EXAM $$$

STEP 1 — Basics FREE

- Free college textbook Principles of Accounting — read chapters 1-6: openstax.org
* Free simple lessons: accountingcoach.com

- Touch the two big programs (QuickBooks, Xero) — one weekend. Literacy, not a career. Free
pro access: quickbooks.intuit.com/accountants

STEP 2 — PTIN — your tax ID number 15 MIN - ONLINE
- Everyone who does taxes for money needs one. Simple form, instant "l am in" feeling: irs.gov
— PTIN

STEP 3 — Door B — the EA exam 3 PARTS

- Taxes for people - taxes for businesses- representing clients. S317 per part (2026). Most
people pass: 58-71% per part. No degree. No experience.

- Official steps: irs.gov/tax-professionals/enrolled-agents- courses & community: naea.org

- Keep it alive: 72 hours of refresher courses every 3 years. Done.

The honest catch: only ~72,000 EAs exist in the whole US (IRS, 2026) — the license israre
and the representation right is gold in disputes and IRS debt cases. But if you only file simple
returns, you are squeezed from both sides: Al do-it-yourself software above, cheap
unlicensed preparers below (most paid preparers in the US have NO credential at all — GAO).
EA + representation + one niche = a business. EA + simple returns = a countdown.


https://openstax.org/details/books/principles-accounting-volume-1
https://www.accountingcoach.com/
https://quickbooks.intuit.com/accountants/
https://www.irs.gov/tax-professionals/ptin-requirements-for-tax-return-preparers
https://www.irs.gov/tax-professionals/ptin-requirements-for-tax-return-preparers
https://www.irs.gov/tax-professionals/enrolled-agents
https://www.naea.org/education-events/enrolled-agent/

STEP 4 — Door A — the degree (online, adult prices) PAID - SANE PRICES

- WGU — pay for time, not classes: $3,370 per 6 months, finish as fast as you can (most: 2-3
years, under S10K total): wagu.edu — BS Accounting
- SNHU — about $320 per credit, starts all year: snhu.edu

The school MUST be accredited, or the state can refuse your CPA license. Check first, pay
second.

STEP 5 — Door A — the CPA exam THE BIG BOSS

* 4 tests, 1300-400 study hours. About half pass each test first try — second try is normal, not
shameful.

- Official: aicpa.org/becomeacpa/cpaexam - your state: nasba.org

- Prep courses that work: Becker-UWorld. Pro tip: firms often PAY for the course after hiring
you. Get hired first.

- News: the old "extra 30 credits" wall is falling — 44 states already made the road shorter.

STEP 6 — First money WHY YOU CAME

* EA: start earning right after the exam. CPA: license activates after 1-2 years of supervised
work.

Do not wait to be trained: big firms are hiring FEWER juniors (UK Big Four graduate intakes
fell 6-29%; PwC US plans a third fewer) — because Al and offshore teams took the junior tasks.
Experience is no longer served to you. Grab it yourself: real clients, real books, early.

- Your stack: QuickBooks/Xero + strong Excel + an Al assistant for research and client letters.
You check the Al. The Al never checks you.

* Your own practice model: one monthly price per business — books, taxes, answers. Industry
hub: cpa.com

FIRST 90 DAYS — JUST DO THIS

0 Week 1: pick your door. Write it on paper.

O Week 1: get the PTIN. 15 minutes.

0 Weeks 1-4: textbook chapters 1-6 + one weekend in the programs.
0 Month 2: enroll (degree or EA course). Exam date in the calendar.

0 Month 3: help ONE real business with real books. Cheap is fine. Real beats theoretical.

ROBOTS TOOK THE TYPING. THE SIGNATURE IS STILL HUMAN. GO GET THE SIGNATURE.

CAREER GLITCH-Numbers: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics (May 2025); IRS (EA fees 2026, PTIN stats, PTIN rules); AICPA
Trends 2025 & credit-rule reforms; Karbon Client Trust Index 2026; TaxDome Practice Survey 2025; Robert Half Salary


https://www.wgu.edu/online-business-degrees/accounting-bachelors-program.html
https://www.snhu.edu/
https://www.aicpa.org/becomeacpa/cpaexam
https://nasba.org/
https://www.becker.com/
https://accounting.uworld.com/
https://www.cpa.com/

Guide 2026; GAO (preparer oversight); WGU published tuition. Prices change and rules differ by state — always check the
official link before paying.



